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AT MAHINDA COLLEGE*
It has given me the greatest pleasure to be able to be pre-
sent at this very pleasant function. You have paid me indeed
a very great compliment and conferred on me a great honour by
allowing me to witness your proceedings and making the ac-
quaintance of so many boys.
I hope that this institution will progressively expand, as,
I have no doubt, it deserves. I have come to know enough of
this beautiful island and its people to understand that there are
Buddhists enough in this country, not merely to support one
such institution, but many such institutions. I hope, therefore,
that this institution will never have to pine for want of material
support; but having known something of the educational insti-
tutions both in South Africa and India, let me tell you that scho-
lastic education is not merely brick and mortar. It is true boys
and true girls who build such institutions from day to day,
I know some huge architecturally perfect buildings going under
the name of scholastic institutions, but they are nothing but
whited sepulchres. Conversely, I know also some institutions
which have to struggle from day to day for their material exi-
stence, but which because of this very want, are spiritualty
making advance from day to day. One of the greatest teachers
that mankind has ever seen and one whom you have enthroned
as the only Royal Monarch in your hearts delivered his living
message not from a man-made building, but under the shadow
of a magnificent tree. May I also venture to suggest that the
aim of a great institution like this should be to impart such
instruction and in such'ways that it may be open to any boy
or girl in Ceylon.
I notice already that, as in India, so in this country, you are
making education daity more and more expensive so as to be
beyond the reach of the poorest children. Let us all beware of
making that serious blunder and incurring the deserved re*
proach of posterity. To that end let me put the greatest stress
upon the desirability of giving these boys instruction from
* Speech delivered on the occasion of the Prize Distribution in Mahinda
College at Galla, on 24-ll-'27.
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